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The Human Dignity Committee is again sponsoring a special 
Christmas monetary collection for our own Fr. Raphael and the 
people he serves in Africa. 
 In the past our collections have underwritten the purchase of goats, 
cows, and water resources for his native village in Uganda.  We have also 
supplied his seminary in Nairobi with funds for food, shelter, and medical 
assistance to share with the community during the political and climatic 
crises which seem to be a constant in Kenya. 
 If you would like to contribute to this Christmas offering for          

Fr. Raphael, please use the envelopes, provided for that purpose, on our 
Church bulletin board display.  We will forward your gifts as a Christmas 

remembrance from his friends at St. Kieran.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul’s 

Giving Tree is now in the 
Church Lobby!   
 

Simply buy a gift for the 
person described on the tag 
you chose and SECURELY 

ATTACH THE ORIGINAL TAG 
TO THE OUTSIDE OF THE 
GIFT.  This is the only way we 
have to match gifts to the 
proper recipient.* 
 

All gifts MUST be 

returned by the end        

of noon Mass next 

weekend, on December 

13th.  This will give us 
time to sort and deliver 

the gifts before Christmas! 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
   

*Size information: Unless 
otherwise marked, small 
sizes like 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 are for 
infants or toddlers. 

   

 

If you would like to give 
a gift to the veterans…  
 
They are in great need of 
many personal care items 
that will be collected & 
donated to the Veterans 
Home in Manteno from       
St. Kieran Parish.  This way 
we can help every veteran at 
this location by our donations 
great and small!  Look for 
the list as an alternative or 
addition to your Giving Tree 
gift!  A Vets Home collection 
box is located next to the 
Giving Tree. 

Used Coat & Outdoor Clothing Drive! 

 
We are accepting gently used donations of: 
 

 coats (any type,) 
 mittens/gloves, 
 hats, 
 scarves 
 ear warmers. 

 

Any size, any style, any color! 
 

We are collecting for Catholic Charities  
in South Holland  

and 
Washington/McKinley School  

in Chicago Heights 

Donations may be dropped off in 
any of the campus offices, or put in 
the boxes marked “Used Clothing 
Drive” in the school classrooms and 
church vestibule. 

 

Donations will be accepted through 
January 4, 2010. 

 

Sponsored by the students of St. Kieran 
School Leadership Committee and Religious 
Education. 
 

If you have any questions, call       
the School Office (708) 754-8999  
or the Religious Education Office 
(708) 754-0484. 

You may have noticed some wonderful changes outside of       

our church and rectory...   
 

St. Kieran parish would like to thank the Building and Grounds Committee 
members:  Bill Jablonski, Hank Dewey, and Adam Schouten, for their work in 

fashioning and installing hand rails by the handicap ramp at the main door 
of church, by the (west) side door next to the parking lot, and at the front 

door of the rectory.  Thanks to them, coming to church will be safer during 
the winter months even with the ice and snow.  So, you now have no excuse!   
 

Thank you, gentlemen!   
 

We all appreciate what you do for our parish community. 
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Alumni Search 
 

Where are they now? 
 

2006 

Emily Blankenberger 

Lauren Bond 

Alexis Cann 

Christopher Cohn 

Whitney Deak 

Natalie Desiderio 

Brian Ellison 

Jessica Espinoza 

Nicole Fedinets 

Randa Flowers 

Patricia Gornick 

Karli Konodi 

Sabrena Lopez 

Tiffani Maheia 

Matthew McCanna 

Chinna Newsome 

Joseph Walker 

Alexander Wolff  
 

Send email address to  

Meg Finchum 

stpfrdmom@comcast.net. 

If email is unknown, please 
send current address and or 
phone number. 
 

You may also drop a note with 
this information into the 
collection basket in an 
envelope marked:   
 

Alumni Search.   

 

 
WHO?  Everyone is invited! 
 

WHAT?  The kick off for our 50th Anniversary – A special 10:00 a.m. Mass 

celebrated with Bishop Perry followed by a Pot Luck Luncheon featuring your 
own ethnic specialties. 
 

WHEN?  Sunday, January 3, 2010 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

WHERE?  Crawford Hall for lunch. 
 
HOW?   Bring 1 or more favorite ethnic dishes or family favorites — as much 

food as you’d like.  There is no charge; we are simply asking that you bring 
enough food so that, even if no one else showed up, there would be enough to 

feed your family!  Soft drinks will be provided. 
 

MORE DETAILS TO COME! 
 
WANT TO HELP???   

Come to our next planning meeting on  
Thursday, December 10th at 6:30 p. m.  
in the Library Meeting room  

or call Teri Klopp at 754-0484. 

Catholics Come Home —- CatholicsComeHomeChicago.org 
 
Join with your parish family as we pray daily for the Catholics who have left the church, 
those who have lost faith, and those who have fallen away from regular worship: 
 

Prayer to the Holy Family 
Jesus, savior and center of our faith, draw all 
people to share the life of your body, the 
Church. 
Mary, mother of the Lord and mother of the 
Church, help us to welcome all those who 
have been away. 
Joseph, guide and guardian of the Holy 
Family, inspire us to be faithful witnesses to 
our life in Christ. 
O Holy Family, pray that we may learn to 
welcome, serve, and support all who come 
to share in our family of faith.  Amen. 

An alumni event is 

being planned, also.  

Contact Meg at the 

email above for more 

information! 

 
This Advent the Archdiocese of Chicago 
will partner with the Dioceses of Joliet & 

Rockford on an evangelization initiative 
called Catholics Come Home.  This 
effort will use TV commercials that will 
air Dec. 16th to Jan. 24th on major 
networks in English, Spanish, & Polish.  

We encourage our parishioners to pray 
for those who have left the Church and 
invite them to join us here at St. Kieran. 
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Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

 (Holy Day of Obligation) 
 Vigil Mass, Dec. 7th at 7 p.m. 
 Holy Day Masses, Dec. 8th at 8 a.m. & 7 p.m. 

 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12th  

 9:00 a.m. Mass 
 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation  

 Saturdays from 4 – 4:30 p.m. 
 Other times by appointment.                                                

Call Fr. Joe at the rectory:  755-0074. 
 
Thursday, December 24th  

 Communion Service at 8 a.m.                                         
(No morning Mass.) 

 
Christmas Services 

 Dec. 24th at 4 p.m. Family Mass (Christmas Vigil)           

 Choir Carols at 9:30 p.m. followed by the                 

1st Mass of Christmas at 10 p.m. 
 Dec. 25th at 8 a.m., 10 a.m., & 12 noon. 

 
Saturday, December 26 

 Communion service at 9 a.m.                    
(No morning Mass.) 

 

 
Sunday, December 27 

 5 p.m. (Saturday) 
 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. — NO NOON MASS TODAY. 

 
Feast of Mary the Mother of God, Friday, January 1st  

(Holy day of obligation.) 
 Vigil Mass, Thursday, Dec. 31st at 5 p.m. 
 Holy Day Mass at 9 a.m. 
No First Friday Evening Mass or Devotions. 

 
Saturday, January 2nd  
 Communion Service at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Feast of the Epiphany, January 3rd  

 5 p.m. (Saturday), 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 

 No Noon Mass will be celebrated today           

to allow parishioners to enjoy the fellowship   
at this special Anniversary Event . . .             

10:00 a.m. Mass will be the start of our 
50th Anniversary Year!  Join us for this 
special Mass of Thanksgiving that will be 
celebrated by Bishop Joseph Perry.  

 Taste of St. Kieran, a Pot-Luck Luncheon for the 

entire parish, will follow Mass at 11:30 a.m.     
in Crawford Hall. 

2009 Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule: 

Our 2nd Annual Poinsettia Sale is taking place now.   
You can find order forms in church and at our website. 

 

These flowers will decorate our church throughout the 
Christmas Season!  Poinsettias will cost $10 each.   
 

You may purchase one in memory of a deceased loved 
one, in honor of someone living, or simply as a donor to 
help make our church more beautiful at this special 
time.  All names will be posted in church in the proper 
category. 
 

Orders MUST be submitted with payment by Dec. 14th.  
You may pick up your flowers on Jan. 10th from the back of church. 

EMERGENCY PADS HELP NEEDED!!! 
 

Mrs. Gloria Carey-Branch, a great lady who is working with         
our Religious Education Program students, administers the     
PADS facility at United Christian Church in Country Club Hills  
(right across the street from St. Emeric Catholic Church.)  She is in 
desperate need of people to help with the two nighttime shifts 
on the first and fourth Wednesday nights of the month.         
(The people who were helping had to, reluctantly, give up this 
ministry because of some newly developed health problems.)     
The shifts run as follows:  10:45 p.m. to 2:45 a.m. and 2:45 a.m. to 
7:00 a.m.  Gloria suggested that couples or friends might be 
interested in working together during these times.  If you can help, 
please call Gloria at United Christian Church at (708) 747-7730.  
Remember that what you do for the Lord is returned to you ten fold! 



 

Pray for our Troops 
Cpl Andrew Invergo / USMC 
PFC. Jacob LeGraff / Army 
M. Sgt. James J Petrongelli/USMC 

PFC Lee James Roche’/ Army 
C.W. James M. Ryan / Army 
PFC Thomas J. Seehausen / Army 
SSgt. Nathan Taylor / USMC 
 

Please call Anita if you would like 
a name added or changed on our 
list. 

WO-1 Jason Anderson / Army  
Cpl Dennis R. Arakelian/ USMC 
E5 Patrick Atwater/ Army 

Bmsr Steven Czarnecki / Navy 
Troy DaVault / Navy 
Cpl.Jonathan Grutzius / USMC 
ICFN Jordan Grutzius / Navy 
PFC George Havens IV / Army 

Sgt. John Henry / USMC 
Cpl Jeffrey W. Hurt / Marines 
Krystyna Hymanowski / Air Force 
Mike Hymanowski / Air Force 

  
5:00 pm Mass 

 

AMC Rita James Candyee Jupiter 
Teri Klopp Debbie Linde Maria Simone 
Gordon Moberg Barb Weishaar 
 

SERVERS Sabrina Vellender Emily Vellender 
 

LECTOR Diane Vellender 
 

GREETERS Debbie Wlodarski 
 

  
8:00 am Mass 

 

AMC Connie Bultema Dee Dewey 
Hank Dewey Cathy Schouten Harry Schouten 
Betty Staniszewski Laura Steinkirch 
 

SERVERS Chyna Bradley Courtny Marcum 

 

LECTOR Mary Ann Hamilton 
 

GREETERS John Jaworski 
 

  
10:00 am Mass 

 

AMC John Geraci Nancy Grossnickle 
Mary Ann Perozzi Hilery Stump Millcent Stocker 
Margaret Stoner Brenda Wesley 
 

SERVERS Gina Narcisi Maria Narcisi 
 

LECTOR Jean Geraci  
 

GREETERS Mary Ellen Schmal 
 

 
Noon Mass 

 

AMC Charles Quarcini Harry Rogers 
Norm Slakis Barbara Sterning 
 

SERVERS Nicholas Murphy Tony Wise 
 

LECTOR Betty Duggan  
 

GREETERS  
 

Schedules are also available at our website.     

If someone on our list has recovered or gone on to his or her 
eternal reward, please let the rectory office know.   

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, please 
call Anita at 708-755-0074.  

Gen Ballard 
Don Bechard 
Don Braasch 
Helen Bross 
Rosemary Buishas 

John Calamari 
Bryttany Corbin 
Debbie Dal Degan 
Kendal Davis 
Rocco De Burgh 

Carl Deering 
Joan Donavan 
Kay Drilling 
Betty Duggan 
Lori Duggan 

Rosemary Dunne 
Adeline Eagan 
Ruth Flanagan 
Mary (Treaty) Flanigan 

Marlene Gaughan 
Pat Gaughan 
Charles Gilbert 
Barbara Gromala 
Matthew Heinberg 

Rose Hernandez 
Nick Kowalisyn 
Shirle Kowalisyn 
Michael Lagone 
Marguerite Lawson 

Dolores Lotter 
Barb & Herb Lustig 
John & Mary Mahoney 
Irene McMillian 
Delores Mikos 

Jody Miller 

Ernie Molyneaux 
Elaine & Victor Muzzo 
John Muzzo 

Herb Neal 
Barb Petterson 
Jill Prior 

Rose Prospero 
Pat Schlacks 
Beth Shields 
Ann Skowronski 
Norman Slakis 

Steve Stackhouse 
Patricia Stanek 
Judy Svancarek 
Carol Vaccaro 
John Wilson 

Dana & Mimi Wittman 
 
 

And all nursing home 
residents, sick  
parishioners, &  
their relatives, friends, 
and care-givers. 

Pray for the Sick Ministry Schedule for December 13 
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Parish Mission Statement:  St. Kieran Parish is a Catholic community within the Archdiocese of Chicago.  Empowered by 

the Holy Spirit and nourished by scripture  and sacrament, we are called by Christ to become disciples and stewards.  Through 

worship, fellowship, catechesis,   and service to all God’s children, we embrace our Lord’s challenge to live as family and be his 

witnesses, beginning here in Chicago Heights. 



 

Congratulations to the 
2009 Winners of the 

PTN Turkey Raffle! 

 

 

$100 Winner 

Carol Baran 

 

 

$50 Winners 

Michelle Cellini 
Del Angell 

 
 

$25 Winners 
Jenny Paganelli 

Mike Morris 

Nicole Julien 

Lonnie Lawrence 

Monday, December 7 

5:00 p.m. Athletics (H) 
7:00 p.m. St. V de P (LMR) 

7:00 p.m. WC Book Discussion (L) 
 

Tuesday, December 8 

5:00 p.m. Athletics (H) 

5:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus (LMR) 
 

Wednesday, December 9 

6:30 p.m. RE (S) 

7:30 p.m. Parish Council (C ) 

8:00 p.m. Athletics (H) 
 

Thursday, December 10 
5:00 p.m. Athletics (H) 

6:30 p.m. Pot Luck Committee (LMR) 
7:00 p.m. OLOS Novena (C ) 

7:30 p.m. Baptismal Preparation Class (L) 
7:30 p.m. Choir (C ) 
 

Friday, December 11 

6:00 p.m. 8th Grade Dance (H) until 9:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, December 12 
9:00 a.m. Athletics (H) 

4:00 p.m. Reconciliation (C ) until 4:30 p.m. 

Blood Pressure Checks before and after Mass (CL) 
 

Sunday, December 13 

Blood Pressure Checks before and after all Masses 

11:30 a.m. OCIA (LMR) 
Events are subject to change. 

Check with individual groups for additional information. 
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Monday, December 7—St. Ambrose 

8:00 a.m. Communion Service 

7:00 p.m. For all the mothers of St. Kieran Parish 

 

Tuesday, December 8 — Immaculate Conception 

8:00 a.m. 1) Deceased relatives of the Broxterman family, 

 req. by Fran & Ken 
 2) Milton & Olga Vasek, req. by  

 Emil & Sandy Vasek 

7:00 p.m. 1) Mario Ciccotelli, req. by  

 St. Kieran Adult Choir 

 2) Maria Gabriella Ferraro & Guiseppina Casillo 

 req. by  Pasquale, Evangelina & family 
  

Wednesday, December 9 — St. Juan Diego 

8:00 a.m. 1) Deceased members of the Cuti family, 
 req. by George & Natalee 

 2) Anthony Christofanelli, req. by SKS PTN 
 

Thursday, December 10— Advent Weekday 

8:00 a.m. John B. Cook, Sr., req. by family 
 

Friday, December 11 — St.  Damascus I 

 8:00 a.m. Anthony Christofanelli, req. by Doris Stabile 
 

Saturday, December 12 — Advent Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Mary McGuire 

5:00 p.m. 1) Yocono & DeLuca families, req. by family 

 2) Lorraine D’Apice, req. by  

 Fran & Frank Narcisi & family 
 

Sunday, December 13 — 3rd Sunday of Advent 
8:00 a.m.  Joseph Komer, req. by Mr. & Mrs. Herb Neal 

10:00 a.m. Mike & Florence Petrarca, req. by family 

Noon 1) Stella Rose Pignotti, req. by  

 Sam & Lois Marchigiani 

 2) Jack Angell, req. by wife,  

 Dolores Angell & children 

  



November 22, 2009 

Sunday Collection: $7,025.68 

Cath. Campaign for Human Dev. $1,109.00 

(Last week’s figures were not available at time of printing.  

They will appear in next week’s Bulletin.) 
 

We count on your support! 
 

Return your envelopes at weekly Mass or by mail. 

MASSES: 
   Saturday:  5:00 PM 

   Sunday:  8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, & Noon 

   Weekdays: 8:00 AM Tuesday through Friday. 

 9:00 AM on Saturday 
 

   Holy Days:  (vigil) 7:00 PM and  (day) 8:00 AM & 7:00 PM. 
 

COMMUNION SERVICE:  Monday at 8:00 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION:   Saturdays 4 PM to 4:30 PM.  
  Other times by appointment. 
       

 

PARISH STAFF: 
Rev. Joseph T. Cook Pastor 
Rita Binzen  Minister of Music 
Elizabeth Dudman Parish Bookkeeper 
David (Barbara) Dutko  Deacon 
Anita Kowalisyn Parish Secretary/Bulletin Editor 
Eugene (Mary) LaBelle  Deacon / Pastoral Associate  
Anthony Simone  School Principal 
Sandra Vasek  Coordinator of Religious Education 
 
PARISH OFFICE ADDRESS: 
724 W. 195th Street, Chicago Heights, IL 60411 
 

Business hours:  9:00 AM until 4:00 PM, Monday — Friday 
 
OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS: 

 

 RECTORY: (708) 755-0074 

 SCHOOL:    (708) 754-8999 

 REL. ED.:    (708) 754-0484 
 

WEBSITE:   www.stkieranchurch.org 

BAPTISMS:  Are celebrated on the first and third Sunday 
of most months. Parents MUST attend a mandatory   
preparation session before baptism takes place.  These are 
held on the second Thursday of most months at 7:30 PM in 
the school. Please call the rectory for more information. 
 

MARRIAGE:  Please make arrangements with  Fr. Joseph 
Cook at least 9 months before your wedding date.        
Couples must attend a marriage preparation program. 
This will be scheduled during your first meeting with the 
priest or deacon. 
 

COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND:   
To arrange for visits by a Minister of Care, please call   
Deacon Gene LaBelle at the rectory. 
 

REMEMBER TO NOTIFY THE RECTORY IF A 
LOVED ONE IS ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL.  
Because of a change in laws, we are not always notified of 
hospital admissions. 
 

HOW DOES ONE BECOME CATHOLIC?  
Please call the rectory or contact the Religious Ed office. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS: You may register after           
any weekend Mass; or call / email the rectory office        
and we will gladly send you a registration form.           
Registration is also available online at our website. 
 

BULLETIN DEADLINES:   

Any submissions for Bulletins for December 13th  

through January 3rd MUST be submitted to Anita by 

Mon., December 7th.  The deadline for the Jan. 10th 

Bulletin is December 29th.  If you have any questions 

about deadlines, especially for holiday publications, please 

call Anita, Bulletin Editor, during weekday business hours. 
 

PARISH CALENDAR QUESTIONS?   

Contact Teri Klopp to schedule an event at (708) 754-0484. 

Many families begin their Christmas meal by sharing 

Oplatki (Christmas Wafers) with each member of their 

family.  The Oplatki comes in a package containing 4 
wafers:  3 white & 1 pink.  Oplatki is available at our 

rectory office or sacristy.  You can purchase yours 

during business hours or when you come to Mass. 

$3.00 for one envelope (of 4 wafers)  

or 2 envelopes for $5.00. 
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